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May 13, 2021 
 
Dear Incoming 6th Graders and Families, 
 
We are excited to welcome you to Clarence Middle School! Our orientation program focuses on growing 
skills needed to be successful in secondary education, while familiarizing students with schedules, peers, 
teachers, and the building. Our goal is to make all students feel as comfortable and excited as we do each 
day when we walk into CMS.  
 
The first step of this process was meeting with your son or daughter today for the annual 5th Grade CMS 
Meet-and-Greet. Your student had the opportunity to ask our team of teachers, guidance counselor, and 
house principal burning questions about CMS! In addition, we discussed key components of being part of 
the CMS community. This included an overview of the house system, a student schedule, technology 
platforms, grading practices, instructional routines, social elements, extracurricular opportunities, locker 
use, and the upcoming orientation program. The goal of this meeting was to garner excitement for middle 
school and to quell some of the unknowns from the kid’s perspective. 
 
We will continue this work at our 6th Grade Orientation program which will take place on EITHER  
Tuesday, August 24th (A-K), OR Wednesday, August 25th (L-Z). Based on your last name, your student will 
attend a ½ day orientation program. 
 
You will have the opportunity to choose if your child/ren will attend orientation in-person, or if your 
child/ren will access asynchronous orientation materials on Schoology. Please sign up by Monday, July 12th, 
indicating attendance preference.  
 

Use this link to sign up:   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctRAmRu51DIaxlR2n00tY-MUe-2EKg-NTwG_ihLEv06-

0nxw/viewform?usp=sf_link  
Or, visit Clarence Middle School’s website to sign up.  

 
Once sign up is complete, you will receive an email to detail room assignments or online instructions based 
on your preference. All students and families will have access to orientation resources indefinitely by 
accessing the 6th Grade guidance counselor’s Schoology Group even if a student is unable to attend. 

 
Please see the back of this letter for detailed information about our orientation program. 

 
In-person Orientation: 
Last names beginning with A-K attend on Tuesday, August 24th, from 8:30AM to 12:00PM. Last names 
beginning with L-Z attend on Wednesday, August 25th, from 8:30AM to 12:00PM. Students should be 
dropped off and picked up in the back-bus loop off of Strickler Road (signs will be posted). Students will be 
welcomed by orientation teacher leaders who will walk students to individual orientation classrooms.  
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctRAmRu51DIaxlR2n00tY-MUe-2EKg-NTwG_ihLEv06-0nxw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctRAmRu51DIaxlR2n00tY-MUe-2EKg-NTwG_ihLEv06-0nxw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Asynchronous Remote Orientation: 
Students are offered the same resources on Schoology as they are offered during in-person sessions. All 
sessions contain the same content and are run by the same orientation teacher leaders. Online instructions 
will be sent to the email address provided in the signup.  
 

Session Title Leader in Me 
Habit 

Session Description 

Academic 
Independence 

Begin With the 
End in Mind 

This session is designed to have students develop academic goals 
for middle school and create a personal mission statement by 
which to live. Students will understand the difference between 
core and special area courses in regard to content, assignments, 
expectations, grading, day rotations, and nature of the classes.  

Digital Citizenship Seek First to 
Understand, Then 
to Be Understood 

This session will help students understand the importance of 
practicing digital empathy in order to leave healthy digital 
footprints, and to avoid pitfalls of social media. Students will also 
engage in activities that will showcase proper use of school 
technology, while learning how to navigate Schoology and 
PowerSchool.  

Personal 
Organization and 
Accountability 

Be Proactive and 
Put First Things 
First 

This session is designed to help students realize their own circle of 
influence and how to be proactive with their own learning. 
Students will learn how to prioritize and plan for every week, and 
will engage in activities to familiarize themselves with peers, 
schedules, lockers, and the building. Students will get to know their 
peers through a variety of icebreakers and team building activities. 

Social and 
Emotional 
Learning 

Think Win Win, 
Synergize, and 
Sharpen the Saw 

This session will teach students about the Clarence Middle School 
way by identifying individual growth mindsets. Students will 
engage in activities that showcase a team mentality, work together 
effectively to achieve optimal bests, and recognize how to 
celebrate private victories. Students will answer questions like: 
How does the Code of Conduct apply to me? How do I take care of 
myself and the well-being of others? 

Clarence Middle School is a great place to be and we cannot wait to welcome you to our school! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Elizabeth A. Chelus 
6th Grade House Principal 
Clarence Middle School  


